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I am a resident of Severn Grove, Pontcanna, Cardiff - very close to the 
‘Pontcanna Dairy’ and proposed new Co-op store. I was present at the 
meeting in Chapter Arts last week. 
 
I am not wholly against a store; the site needs development and we 
cannot moan about every proposition. I do not see the need for it, but I 
accept that others will. I also understand that the discovery of the Lawful 
Development Certificate means that the LEGAL constraints on any 
development are limited. However, I would like to point out that there is 
a huge difference between what is legally acceptable and what is 
MORALLY acceptable. 
 
I ask that you, as Regional Secretary for Wales, consider the significant 
impact on the local community, not from a legal perspective, but from an 
ETHICAL one. Legally you may have no obligation to provide parking, 
but are you happy to know that my young daughter and visually-
impaired mother, who regularly walk along there, are likely to have to 
dodge illegally parked cars and reversing lorries directly as a result of 
the Co-op’s development? A 14-tonne lorry may not be big to the Co-
op, but it is pretty big to a 13 month-old. 
 
In my opinion, there is opportunity for the Co-op to provide parking by 
utilising the remainder of the dairy site. Given the very strong 
community feeling and obvious risk to pedestrian safety, can you 
provide me with any reasons why this would not be pursued? 
 
Co-op trades heavily on its ethical stance, I am sure I do not need to 
remind you of the many pages of your website dedicated to ‘Keeping 
Communities Thriving’ and ‘Protecting the environment’. I hope this is 
remembered in your internal discussions. 
 
I look forward to your response and I truly hope that you and the Co-
operative continue to engage with the local community on this issue.	  


