
Press Release 
 

Sainsbury’s supermarket plans back on for 
Pontcanna Pine/Dairy Site? 
After a 5 month wait Pontcanna residents, visitors and retailers 
finally know the developer’s plans for the old Pontcanna Pine/The 
Dairy site. They have submitted revised plans (their 4th set) with a 
series of reports – the level of detail and financial investment 
suggests the developers are still in talks with a major supermarket 
retailer (they mentioned Sainsburys in August 2011?) 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
What’s in the revised plans? 
 
Their reports provide information on a range of SEPARATE ISSUES, 
such as parking, traffic and retail impact. Residents think these issues 
need to be CONSIDERED TOGETHER to present an accurate picture of 
how this development will impact on the character of the area and 
people’s quality of life. The application number is 11/1213DC1 and 
documents are available to download at 
http://pontcannahub.com/category/pontcanna-hub-news/) 
 
The key issues are: 
• The proposed retail space remains the same – so raises all the same issues 
as the first proposal if it is used as a convenience store/supermarket. 
• The number of flats has been reduced from 10 to 8, but all are now 2-bed so 
the number of bedrooms increases – and therefore increases the potential 
need for additional visitor/2nd car spaces. 
• The retailer will have sole use of 3 car parking spaces in front of the store 
(open min. 7am – 10pm). These spaces will be a loading bay for up to 5 
lorry/van deliveries from 7am to 1pm, and from 1pm to 10pm they will be 
reserved for store customers with parking limited to 20 minutes.  
• The developer’s report suggests that customers will be prepared to park up 
to a third of a km (360m) away from the store. This will increase the pressure 
on spaces in the area and result in people – customers and residents – 
driving around competing for available spaces. It will also remove vital free 
spaces which are regularly used as passing places and to keep traffic moving. 
• Their delivery route analysis shows that delivery lorries can negotiate the 
corner of Severn Grove and Kings Rd. They assume that no one will park on 
corners/double yellow lines or the reserved parking spaces and no vehicles 
will be coming the other way! 
• The retail report says that a convenience store would not compete with 
existing stores on Pontcanna Street and Catedral Road- this is hardly 
credible. 



The retail report also does not mention probable alcohol sales, with likely 
side-effects of noise and litter on residential streets late at night, and how this 
will impact on residents and the existing local stores. 

What’s have local people done to protest against this 
development? 
Local people wrote over 100+ letters and over 2000+ people signed the 
petition showing the strength of support for the first campaign against the 
convenience store and flats in the summer. The council will take these into 
consideration at the planning meeting. 
 
In response to requests from local people a group of local residents – The 
Pontcanna Pine team – have set up a new website: www.pontcannahub.com 
and a twitter account @pontcannhub. The website is an information website for 
people who live in, like, visit and work in Pontcanna, Cardiff, with a focus on local 
campaigns and information. The site received over 1500 views in the first 7 days 
and the twitter account gained 115 followers in 4 days. The site has all the 
latest plans on this development and news on several others in the area.  
 
Posters (enclosed) and flyers have been distributed in the area and a meeting 
is being held on 12/01/12 at 7.30pm in St Catherine’s Church Hall on Kings 
Road to discuss the proposals and ideas for action. The last meeting was 
attended by over 100 people and similar numbers are expected at this one.  

…………………………………………………………………………… 
Quotes 
‘I have read the developer’s transport and retail reports and looked at the revised 
proposals. For all their justifications, common sense still dictates that this is a 
completely unacceptable place to put an all hours convenience store. It is at the 
junction of two narrow rat run residential streets and will compete with local and 
neighbourhood centres sensibly located on wide streets nearby. Don’t let this 
development spoil Pontcanna’s character and and destroy its independent stores 
and our quality of life.’ 

Simon White, Resident Grove/Pontcanna Pine Team member   
 
I am really concerned about the impact of yet another supermarket on our excellent local 
shops. The impact on road safety is also a huge concern. I cross this junction several times 
per day by foot or on my bike and it is often really hazardous even now. I picture my kids 
trying to negotiate large delivery lorries, vans, more cars on their bicycles… The developer 
admits that is ‘difficult to quantify the benefit’ of this development. Indeed. But it is not quite so 
difficult to estimate the detrimental effect that it will undoubtedly have on the community. 
Charlotte Boman (Resident, Severn Grove) 
 
I can’t believe they are still considering this development. Supermarkets are not needed at 
every corner of the town. Pontcanna already has a good supply of shops that are family run 
and privately owned if they all close then nothing has been gained and a community feeling 
lost. Pontcanna will then just be a string of estate agents. This is a real chance for the Council 
to put a stop to the takeover by supermarkets, before it’s too late! 
Jackie Askey  
A great site and a brilliant central source to collate information and knowledge. Many thanks 
to all those who have set this up and your time and effort really shows. Special thanks for 
making the information more accessible for everyone. Having online access to the detailed 
planning applications and parking surveys makes it much easier for us all to make informed 



opinions and decisions about the issues. 
Suzi Hunt (Flowers with a Twist) 

Thank you guys for setting this up. This is fantastic. What a great resource for us all. 
Hilary Brookes 
 
I really think it's a great idea, as there's so many great things happening in Pontcanna that it 
would be Thanks again for getting it up and running, I really think it will be a great community 
resource.  
Cecilia love 

Following the last campaign we were asked to set up a website hub so everyone could keep 
up-to-date with the building developments in the area. We had a great response over 1500 
views in the last week and we have 115 followers on twitter in 4 days. This shows the 
strength of feeling against this, and other developments. The council have already received a 
petition with over 2000 signatures and 100+ letters – we are hoping that this will make 
them listen to the views of the people who actually live in the area.  

Anyone who lives or visits Pontcanna will know that traffic congestion and parking is 
a real issue, and developments such as this will make worsen the traffic problems.” 

Fran O’Hara, Resident Severn Grove/Pontcanna Pine Team member   
Quotes from twitter 
Are you familiar with @PontcannaHub & their fight for the Pontcanna community? 
Can do with as much support as possible...  
 
@PontcannaHub doing a good job of raising awareness of crazy development plans 
for Pontcanna Pine. Useful website too www.pontcannahub.com! 
Paul Seaman 
 
Just found @PontcannaHub . Definately worth following. Great website 
too.@cantonpontcanna 
 
Yay, my new neighbourhood has a new #hyperlocal website: @PontcannaHub :-) 
@getgood 
 
Quotes From press release in August 2011: 
“It will really affect our business as it will offer the same as us and will be over double 
our size. Also, a shop this large size will attract gangs of children hanging around 
outside, we don’t sell to underage drinkers and work very hard to make sure they 
move on.  

Our post office has been here for over 30 years, and plays an important role in the 
local community; we take bill payments, pay pensions and sell foreign currency. Our 
staff know every pensioner and are always very helpful, even carrying bags home for 
them if they are not able to.” 
Rashmikant Patel, postmaster/owner (Post Office & Pontcanna Stores) 
 
“This type of development will definitely take income away from family-run/local 
businesses, which have already been affected by the current economic recession.” 
Ana & Inness Mitchell, local retailer (Wine & Roses, Severn Grove) 
 
“The independent shops of Pontcanna provide a vital service, particularly for elderly 
and vulnerable people. My mother and mother-in-law are part of the social network. 
The shop keepers knowledge of the individual’s needs simply couldn’t be replicated 
by a large national chain.” 
John Roberts, local resident (Plasturton Gardens) 



 
“We don’t want any supermarkets - this area is about the little shops, we have some 
fantastic, unusual shops which give it character.” 
Kay Morgan, local resident (Pontcanna Street) 
 
“These streets already get used by many people parking illegally, and this 
development will make it even more dangerous for pedestrians and children playing. 
What should be a quiet residential area turns into a giant carpark – where people 
cannot park anywhere near their properties.” 
Rachel Edwards, local resident (Hafren Court, Severn Grove) 
 
“When I moved here 30 years ago there were 4 cars on Severn Grove, since the new 
flats were built we cannot park anywhere near our house.” 
Mr Kahn, local resident (Severn Grove) 
 
“Any supermarket opening in this area would affect our business greatly as they 
would be selling the same kind of products as us.” 
Jason Collins, local retailer (The Fruit Bowl) 
 
“We are still in a recession, its hard enough for small businesses to operate now – it 
will lead to long established family businesses (we have been going for over 80 years 
since 1929) closing. If a supermarket type store opened on the Pontcanna Pine/Dairy 
site it is very likely to make us close as we could not compete. 
Sian Morgan, local retailer (Wines of the World) 
 
“It seems that the supermarkets are not content with being supermarkets anymore. 
Now they want to steal trade from the local shops as well which have been the 
backbone of this country since trading began.  
By quietly placing smaller supermarkets into local communities they are putting 
peoples jobs at risk. 
 
The point that has gone unsaid so far is the far reaching effects that this will have. 
For instance if just one shop closes then perhaps four or five people lose their job but 
also some products then become unavailable and then we consider the small 
delivery vans to that shop. The van driver has one less call, multiply that by the other 
areas that supermarkets are infiltrating and then that van driver loses his job.” 
Paul, local retailer (Hot Pantry Bakery) 
 
“Locating a large store on the congested corner of 2 narrow residential streets has 
not been thought through. Attracting shoppers to this residential area away from 
existing shops, at all times of the day and night, will ruin our quality of life and badly 
affect the character of Pontcanna as a whole.”    
Simon & Flip White, local residents (Severn Grove) 
 
END OF PRESS RELEASE 
 
Contact: 
Fran O’Hara: 07780 675352   ohara@scarletdesign.com 

Simon White:  07786 658 366   sw@whiteconsultants.co.uk 
Public contact email: pontcanna.pine2011@gmail.com 



Encl. traffic congestion on Kings Road, poster/flyer, screengrab of website 
and twitter page (Photos can be supplied at high resolution if required.) 

 
Triple parking on the area in front of Pontcanna Pine and a delivery lorry. 
All the spaces in front of Pontcanna Pine will be reserved for supermarket/ 
convenience store use between 7am and 10pm. 
 

 
Iceland delivery van in queue on junction, lorry took 5 attempts to get around 
corner, driver said “they must be mad thinking of having a supermarket here, 
all us drivers complain in the depot about delivering in the small backroads.” 



 
 



 
 

 


